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I suppose, Mr. Speaker, thatin aan 
ae the old Jeffersonian dogtrine 
that that government is best which 

least, I would not have even a 
minority upon this floor, But when I 
say that in a system of self-government 
such as ours, that looks to thé 2 


, and seeks to be onl . sect 
| soh 


ment of the people, for the peo 
by the people, we “Tenn: room for 


nor, above all, for the * 
ter, I can claim the united support of 
both To have such a govern- 
ment, to retain such in its purest 

strength, we must leave all questions 
of 22 and religion that lie outside 

the recognized code of crime to the 
conscience of the citizen. In an at- 
tempt to do otherwise than this, the 
world’s abiding places have been wash- 
ed with human blood, and its fields 
made rich with human bones, No 
government has been found strong 


by religious perse- 
Ours, sir disap 

* 

of anch convul- 

believe, 


he is doing a 


more justifiable act than would be, in 
the eyes of a majority of our citizens, 
a bill to abolish olicism, because 
of its alleged immorality, or a law to 
annihilate the Jews for that they are 
Jews, and therefore obnoxious?- 
that evil door once be opened; 


net 

t sect ; let the Bible 
Sword 
of 


books give place to the 
and the bayonet, and we will 
humanity of to-day the hu 
the darker ages, and our i 
Government a mournful dream of the 


past. 

. This is not only philosophicall Took 
but, sir, it is historically a e 

a 

very foundation of our — 
tional Government, That they *** 
worship God in accordance with 

dictates of conscience, the fathers 
from their homes in Europe to 
wilds of America. For this they ae 


the fatigu rished in | 
nok a ve 


this they poured out their blood 
wars, every. stone in the bh 
edifice that shelters us as a nation 
cemented by the blood of the martyr. 
Upon this, however, | need not spend 
m time or yours ; 2 mere statement 
of the pro is a conclusive 
Samet from which the pes 


1 
| 
| 
snough to stand upshaken sbove th | 
sligious f 7 ioiam whe 
| 
he 
of the 


their honest instincts, will permitno ap- 
In our Constitution, still perfect 

and fresh as ever, we have a clause 
that cannot be changed and leave a 
vestige of a free government. In the 
origiual instrument we find this lan- 
posse, „No religious test shall ever 
required as a qualification to any 
office or public trust under the United 
States. But this was not considered 
sufficiently comprehensive for a free 
le, and subsequently we find it 


respecting of re- 
on or prohibi exercise 
thereof. 


Upon the very threshold of my ar- 
gument, however, I am met by the 
advocates of this extraordinary bill 
with the assumption that polygamy is 
not entitled to be considered as a por- 
tion of our religious faith ; that under 
the Censtitution we are to be protected 
and respected in the enjoyment of our 
religious faith, but that we are not en- 
titled to consider as a portion thereof 
‘the views held by us as a people in re- 
ference to the marriage relation. One 
eminent disputant, as an argument, su 
poses a case where a religious sect might 
claim to believe in the rightfulness of 
murder, and to be protected in the enjoy- 
ment of that right. Thisis not in an 
sense a el case. Murder, by 
law, human and divine, is acrime; poly- 
gamy isnot. Ina Mat rtion 
of my remarks I shall show, that not 
only by the authority of the Old Testa- 
ment writers, but by numerous lead- 
ing writers of the Christian church 


the doctrine of polygamy is justified 
and approved. The only ground upon 
which any argument can be maintained 


that our views of the marriage relation 
are not to be considered as a portion 
of our religious faith, is that i 
is a pu civil contract, and there- 
fore outside the province of religious 
doctrine. No sect of Christians can, 
however, be found who will carry their 
iefa to this extent. The Catholic 
urch, the most ancient of the Chris- 
tian churches, and — the most 
e 


werful in numbers of religious 
denominations of our 2 u 
point is in accord with „ Mor- 
mon church. Marriage, according to 
the faith of the Catbolic church, is one 
of ita sacraments ; is not in any sense 
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a civil contract, but a religions ordi- 
nance, and the validity of a divorce 
— by a civil court is denied. 


not in any Christian church is the 


iage contract placed on a par with 
other civil contracts—with a swap of 
horses or a partnership in trade. It 
is a civil contract, in a court of 
equity, for certain specified causes, 
may dissolve it; but not otherwise. 
Upon the marriage contract is invoked 
the most solemn sanctions of our 
Christianity ; the appointed ministers 
and servants of God, by their presence 
and aid, give solemnity and effici 
to the ceremonial, and npon the alli- 
ance is invoked the Divine guidance 
and blessing. To most intents and 
purposes, with every Christian deno- 
mination, the marriage ceremony is 
regarded as a religious ordinance. 
Upon this point, therefore, and a vital 
— in the discussion of the question 
ore us, the Catholic church in fact, 
and the other religious denominations 
in theory and usual practice, are with 


the Mormons in their position, that 
the supervision and control the 
marital relation is an integral and 


essential portion of their religious 
faith and tice, in the enjoyment 
of whi ey are protected by the 
Constitution. 

The Mormon — 4 are a Christian 
denomination. They believe fully in 
the Old and New Testaments, in the 
divinity of Christ's mission, and the 
upbuilding and triumph of His church. 

ey do not believe, however, that 
light and guidance from above ceased 
with the crucifixion on Calvary. On 
the other hand, they find that in all 
ages, whenever a necessity therefor 
existed, God has raised up prophets to 
speak to the people, and to manifest 
to them His will and requirements. 
And they believe that Juseph Smith 
was such a prophet, that the time had 
arrived when there was a necessity for 
further revelation, and through Joseph 
Smith it was given to the world. 

Upon this point of continuous reve- 
lation, which is really one of the turn- 
ing points of the controversy, we are 
in accord with many of the most emi- 
nen} divines of the Christian ohurch, 
and with the most earnest and vigor- 
ous thinkers of our own day. 


Upon the departure of the Pilgrim 
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Fathers from Holland for America, 
the Rev. John Robinson, their be- 
loved pastor, preached a farewell ser- 
mon, which showed a spirit of mild- 
ness and tolerance truly wonderful in 
that age, and which many who claim 
to be ministers of God would do well 
to imitate in this— 

‘* Brethren, we are quickly to part 
from one another, and whether I — 
ever live to see your faces on eart 
any more, the God of heaven only 
knows,; but whether the Lord hath 


appointed that or not, J — vou, 
before God, and His blessed „that 


any 

by my ministry; for I am fully per- 
suaded, I am verv confident, that the 
Lord has more truth yet to break forth 
out of His holy word. 3 

For my part, I cannot sufficiently 
bewail the condition of the reformed 
churches, who are come to a period in 
religion, and will go at present no 
further than the instruments of their 
reformation. The Lutherans cannot 
be drawn to go beyend what Luther 
saw. Whatever part of His will our 
good God has revealed to Calvin, they 
will rather die than embrace it ; and 
the Calvinists, you see, stick fast 
where they were left by that great 
man of God, who yet saw not all things. 

„This is a misery. much to be la- 
mented, for though they were burning 
and shining lights in their times, yet 
they penetrated not into the whole 
counsel of God; but were they now 
living, would be as ready to embrace 
farther light as that which they first 
received. I beseech you to remember 
that it is an article of your church 
covenant, that you shall be ready to 
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receive whatever truths shall be made. 


known to you from the written word 
of God.“ 

And, says Ralph Waldo Emerson, 
in one of his most golden utterances, 
„ look for the hour when that su- 
preme beauty which ravished the souis 
of those Hebrews, and through their 
lips spoke orales to all time, shall 
speak in the West also. The Hebrew 
and Greek Scriptures contain immortal 
sentences that 


ve been the bread of | 
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1. millions. But they have no 
integrity; are men 

intellect. I look for the new Teacher 
that shall follow so far those shini 
laws that he shall see them come f 
civcle ; shall see their rounding, com- 
plete grace ; shall see the world to be 
the mirror of the soul.” 

Conceding, therefore, that new re- 
velations may be at all times expected 
in the future of our race, as they have 
been at all times vouchsafed in the 
past, and the whole controversy ends. 
A man arisen, named Joseph 
Smith; he claims to be a prophet of 
God, and a numerous community see 
fit to admit the justice of such claim. 
It is a religious sect; it has to-day 


vindicated its right to live by works — 


and sacrifices which are the admira- 
tion even of ite enemies. It brings 
forward certain new doctrines; of 
church government ; of baptism, even 
for their dead; of the marriage relation. 


Upon what point is it more probable 


that light — above 2 be given to 
our race, than upon the marriage re- 
lation? The — problem is the 
question of the age. The minds of 
many of the foremost men and women 
of our day are given to the study of 
the proper position and relations of 
the sexes. The wisest differ—differ 
honestly and unavoidably. Endless 
is the dispute and clamor of those 
honestly striving to do away with the 
social evil ; to ameliorate the anoma- 
lous condition of the wronged and 
suffering women of today. And 
while this is so; while thousands of 
the good and pure of all creeds and 
parties are invoking the Divine guid- 
ance in their efforts for the good of 
our fallen humanity, is it strange that 
the Divine guidance thus earnestly be- 
sought should come—that the ers 
of the righteous be answered? The 
Mormon people believe that God has 
thus 1 that Jose 

Smith He has indicated the true solu- 


and while the — or question 
no man for Ff ring tly with 
such revelation, 
in their followi 


to be the will of 
to the same immunity 


¢ 
* 
~ — * 


seen me follow the Lord Jesus Christ. . 
If God reveal anything to you by any 
other instrument of His, be as ready to 

tion of the social questions of our day: | 

persecu- 


and to the same liberty of thought 
and wisely secured to other re- 
ligious beliefs by the Constitution. 
Upen the point whether polygamy 
can properly be considered as a part 
of our religious faith and practice, I beg 
leave humbly further to submit, sir, 
that the decision rests solely on the con- 
science and belief of the man or wo- 
man who proclaims it to be a religious 
belief. As I have said, it is not num- 
bered among the crimes of that code 
recognized by all nations having any 
form of government under which ori- 
i are restrained or punished, 
to — such, new code 
fram y people proclaim poly- 
y as a part of their religious be- 
ret. If they are henest in this, how- 
ever much they may be in error, they 
stand on their rights under the Con. 
stitution, and to arrest that error you 
must appeal to reasun, and not to 
force. I am here not to argue or de- 
monstrate the truthfulness of their 
faith; I am not called upon to con- 
vince this bonorable House that it is 
either true or false ; but if I can con- 
vince you that this belief is honorably 
and sincerely entertained, my object 
is accomplished. 
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It is common to teach, and thou- 
sands believe that the leaders of the 
sect of Latter-day Saints, popularly 
known as Mormons, are hypocrites, 
while their followers are either igno- 
rant, deluded men and women, or 
people held to their organization by 
the vilest impulses of lust. To refute 
these slanders, I can only do as the 
earlier Christians did, point to their 
sufferings and sacrifices, and I ma 
add, the unanimous testimony of all, 
that aside from what they consider 
the objectionable practice of polygamy, 
my constituents are sober, moral, just, 
and industrious in the eyes of all im- 

ial witnesses. In this community, 

removed by long reaches of wastes 
from the moral influences of civiliza- 
tion, we have a quiet, orderly, and 
Christian community. Our towns are 
without gambling bells, drinking sa- 
loons, or brothels, while from end to 
end of our Territory the innocent can 
walk unharmed at all hours. Nor is 
this due to an organized police, but to 
the kind natures and Christian im- 
pulses of a good people. In support 
of my argument of their entire since- 
rity, | with confidence appeal to their 
history. 


[TO BE CONTINUBD. | 
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INDIGNATION MEETINGS OF THE LADIES OF UTAH, 
1 TO PROTEST AGAINST THE CULLOM AND CRAGIN BILLS. 


[CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 263. ] 


A similar meeting was held by the 


ladies of 
SANTAQUIN 
en the 22nd January. Numerous 
speeches were made by the ladies on 
occasion, condemning in strong 

terms the interference of Congress in 
any religious matter, and designating 
the proposed action on Utah affairs as 
most infamous, unconstitutional and 
unjust. Suitable resolutions were 
drawn up and adopted expressive of 
the feelings of the poe After 
prayer the assembly dispersed. 

On the 23rd of January a ladies’ in- 


dignation meeting was convened at 
LEHI. 
Miss C. Evans was President, Mrs. 


Rebecca Standing Secretary. Speeches 


and resolutions similar in spirit to 
those already referred to were made 
and adopted. 

A similar meeting was convened on 
the 23rd of January at | 

FRANKLIN, 
Cache County, of which Mrs. S. 
Borthwick was President, Mrs. Mar- 
tha Hickman Secretary. 

The President explained that the 
object of the meeting was to protest 
against the Cullom Bill A vote of 
protest against the bill was put, which 
was unanimously sustained. A com- 
mittee was chosen to diaft resolutions, 
and during their absence, the interim 


was occupied by various ladies, whose 
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views on the Cullom Bill were not 
very istic of Mr. Cullom’s labors 
and those of his associates. The senti- 
ments of the meeting were embodied 
in the resolutions drafted by the com- 
mittee and unanimously carried. 

The ladies of 

' KANOSH CITY 

held an indignation meeting on the 
24th of January. The building was 
crowded. After prayer, Mrs. Maria 
Burrows was elected President, Mrs. 
Cynthia Black Secretary. Mrs. D. S. 
Dorrity, Mrs. Mary A. T. Gay, Mrs. 
Wolsey, Mrs. Ann Hakes and Mrs. 
E. King were proposed and unani- 
mously sustained as a committee to 
draft resolutions. — 

The first speaker was Mrs. H. Wil- 
liams, who expressed her indignation 
at the Cullom and Cragin Bills. She 
thought those gentlemen would exhibit 
more real statesmanship if, instead of 
framing measures against the practice 
of honorable plural marriage, as prac- 
ticed in Utah, they would devote their 
time and talents to the perpetuity of 
that system which shields the chastity 
of women. The women of Utah did 
not wish to marry their ‘‘ grandfathers,” 
or their great grandfathers,” and 
they felt perfectly willing to support 
that section of the bill prohibiting 
such marriages ; but they expected to 
have the privilege of marrying the 
men of their choice. Having joined 
the Church in 36, she had 
through the trials which the Church 
had endured in past years, having 
driven a wagon with a yoke of oxen to 
these valleys in 49. ! 

Mrs. Betsy Barney was a believer in 
the patriarchal order of marriage, 
she felt to repudiate any attempt of 
men to infringe on the commands of 
God. Though she was indignant at 
the Cullom and Crazin Bills, she 
thought there was yet sufficient wis- 
dom in the nation to prevent the 
passage of such infamous measures. 
She prayed they might live faithfully, 
so that they might encourage and 
assist their husbands and brothers in 
keeping the commands of God. 

rs. Sarah Aun Haddin felt to ex- 
press her abhorrence at the measures 
roposed against the people of Utah. 
speaking of the persecations that 
have followedthis people, she hoped 


— 
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that, should their enemies urge their 
measures to the utmost, rather than 
submit to the provisions of the Cullom 
Bill, and have their husbands severed 
from them and their families broken 
up, these valleys might yet become as 
barren and desolate as they were when 
the Saints came here. 

Mrs. Julia Ann Woolsey could not 
refrain from ex ing her unison 
with the views of the previous -speak- 
ere. Her progenitors fought thro 
the Revolution, and she claimed 
liberty for which they fought. | 

Mrs. Cynthia Black was inclined to 
think the wisdom of the wise was 
coming to naught. Why did Senators 
try to suppress plural marriage, one 
of the greatest principles the world 
ever saw! Was it because there is 
corruption and depravity in Utah? 
No; the women of Utah ve the pri- 
vilege of becoming and honorable 
swarming poor, de ; en 
women. New York has its 30,000 
prostitutes, Chicago has its 20,000. ef 
the same class, with a like — 
in every city of the Union, all leading 
lives of d ation and misery, with- 
out the privilege of becoming honor- 
able wives and mothers. While these 
women are in the depths of degrada- 
tion, the women of Utah are honored 
and respected. She urged the sisters 
present to be faithful and to trust in 
God, who has hitherto preserved His 
Saints and will not forsake them now. 

The resolutions of the committee 
were then submitted to the meeting 
and unanimously sustained. They 
expressed great indignation against 


rant? the Cullom and Oragin Bills, denounc~ 


ing the measures proposed in them as 
foul aud uncoustitutionaly They also 
endorsed the sentiments contained in 
those passed by the ladies of Salt Lake 
City, the ladies pledging their lives to 
support their husbands and brothers in 

Mrs. Dorrity had been led to in- 
quire, after reading the bills against 
which they had assembled to protest, 
whether the glorious spirit which acta- 
ated the Pilgrim Fathers had wholly 
forsaken those who now make the 
laws of the land, that they have be- 


| COME 10 blinded to right, truth and 
justice, as to urge measures against 


A 
1 
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1 
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the Latter-day Saints such as those 
contained in the Oullom Bill. 

Mrs. Elizabeth King and Maria 
Barrows followed in the same strain. 
Mrs. King was sorry that any neces- 
sity exists requiring the women of 
Utah to assemble in mass meeting to 
protest against measures such as those 
of the m Bill, and she considered 
that such meetings as that she was 
addressing ought to be a stern rebuke 
to all who are interested in the passage 
of such atrocious measures. 

Mrs. Barrows protested with her 
sisters throughout theTerritory against 
the pressed 
iction t ings. 

The ladies of 
metting Jen, 35 

an indignation meeti an. 26, 
Mrs. A. Washbourne — E After 
several speeches had been made against 
the — those 
proposed by the bills against peo- 
ple of Utah, resolutions embodying 
the sentiments of the meeting were 


— The meeting was soon after 
ght to a close. 


The indignation meeting at 
TOOELE CITY 

was convened in the school house on 
the 25th Jan. Mrs. Elizabeth Clegg 
was voted in as President, Mrs. E. 
Warburton was elected Secretary. A 
committee was chosen to draft resolu- 
tions, aud during their absence ad- 
dresses were delivered by several 
ladies expressive of their indignation 
at the proposed legislation against the 
people of Utah. The sentiments of 
the meeting were embodied in the 
resolutions framed by the committee, 
which were unanimously adopted. 
They expressed the abhorrence of the 
ladies of Tooele at the Callom and 
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worse than any measures ever enforced 
against the serfs of Russia, and expres- 
sed the determination of the ladies to 
be one with their fathers, husbands 
and brothers in upholding them in all 
things they did. 

Speeches were made by various la- 
dies condemning in strong terms the 
provisions of the Cullom Bill, after 
—— meeting was brought toa 

ose by prayer. 

The ladies of 

MONA, 
Juab County, ventilated their 
for Messrs. Cullom and Cragin in a 
mass meeting held on the 26th of Jan- 
uary, of which Mrs. Margaret Ka 
was chosen President and Mrs. L. E. 
Love Secretary. 

Speeches strongly condemning the 
Cullom Bill were made, and a string 
of resolutions expressive of the indig- 


nant feelings of the ladies in d to 
all such interference . The re- 
solutions condemned the measures pro- 


posed to Congress as unworthy the 
consideration of American statesmen ; 
and the ladies expressed their deter- 
mination to support their fathers, 
husbands, brothers and sons in dis- 
charging the sacred duties which de- 
volve upon them. 
The ladies’ indignation meeting at 
SPANISH FORK 

was held on the 28th of January, over 
which Mrs. Rhoda Snell, President of 
the Female Relief Society, was chosen 
to preside. Miss M. A. McLeau was 
appointed Secre As at all the 
other meetings of the same character, 
the ladies were explicit in their re- 
marks and severely condemned the 
measures proposed against the practice 
of plural marriage, expressing their 
1 to sustain their hus- 


AFFAIRS IN 


UTAH. 


TESTIMONY OF COL, F. H. HEAD AND ALEXANDER MAJOR, ESQ. 


[ CONTINUBD PAGE 


By Mr. Buckley: 
Q. Is there not 

gamy es, 
siderable sect, the 


that Joseph Smith never re- 
cei revelation commanding 
Two of Joe Smith’s sons 
; there is one con- | came te Salt Lake last summer and 
Jesephites, who | went to preaching and made some con- 
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verta; they claimed that their father 
never believed in nor practiced poly- 
gamy. There was an argument on 
that point while I was in Salt Lake 
City. Another Smith—I f his 
first name —he is a son of Joe Smith’s 
brother, and one of the Twelve Mor- 
mon Apostles—discussed this question 
with the young Smiths, and, to clinch 
the question, read the affidavits of 
twelve women now living in Salt Lake 
City who swore that they were Joe 
Smith’s wives. This rather worsted 
the Smith boys. They did not raise 
any issue with Brigham, except on 
that one point of polygamy. 

By Mr. Pomeroy: 

Q. Does Brigham Young and his 
party claim the right to exercise con- 
trol in temporal matters?—A. Yes, 
sir. The inauguration of what is 
known as the co-operative movement 
had much to do with giving rise to 
this schism. Brigham and the Church 
leaders devised the plan of having a 
single store, and compelling all the 


people to trade there. But this move- 
ment was very unpopular, and aroused 
a powerful opposition. 


Q. Have any Gentile business men 
left the Territory recently — A. Yes, 
some Jew houses have left. (They 
call the Jews ‘‘ Gentiles” in that coun- 
try.) Q. Nobody else ?—A. I do not 
recollect of any ; but there may have 
been. Business has been exceedingl 

dull in Salt Lake City of late ; a — 
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many of the Mormon merchants have 
gone to en, and other points of 
the line of the railroad. Speaking of 
this co-operative movement, there is 
one point more dwelt upon by Brig- 
ham Young than any ether, which has 
not been adverted to, as I see, by 

of the other witnesses. He urges it 
upon the Mormons upon the ground 
that it is for their interest to keep 
money in the Territory. It has been 
customary for outsiders to go there, 
start a store, do a heavy business for 
a while, make money, and leave, ta- 
king it with them, by that means 
reeping the Territory impoverished. 
Ih Brigham Young make use of 
this illustration in some of his ser- 
mons, and it is the great point made 
by the Mormon leaders. He said, 
Here are two merchants living side 
by side, one a Mormon and the other 
a Gentile. Each does a large business, 
and each accumulates a hundred thou- 
sand dollars. The Mormon morchant 


expends his capital in building up 


houses, thus furnishing homes for new 
comers, giving employment to the 
poor = man and adding to the 
prosperity of the Territory. e Gen- 
tile takes the money which he has ac- 
cnmalated and carries it out of the 
Territory, and it goes to build Bs 
Chicago, or some eastern city, 

thus strengthens the hands of their 
enemies.” 


[TO BE OONTINOED. 


The inhabitants of Georgetown, Colorado, have held a meeting, and have 
solemnly resolved : 1. That the people of the Eastern States know nothing 
about Indians, or Indian warfare, or Indian provocation ; 2, that Georgetown, 


Colorado, fully approves the Indian polic 
7 War to the knife is the onl way of av a 


of Gen. Sheridan ; 3, that 
ions that 


the many de 


are — daily committed on the border ;” and 4, that We, of the West, are 
judges of what is slaughter and useless bloodshed.” Now, this happens to be 
precisely the style of resolution which, however informally, the Indians them- 


selves have adopted. They get 


ther in the largest wigwam, and, after due 


smoking and meditation, they solemnly resolve that they approve the policy 
of their chiefs; that they have been cheated out of their lands; that treaties 
made by them have not been kept by us; that war to the knife” is the only 


remedy left I. bry Say a long series of de 
“avenge ;” nally, y ‘are j 
— 


the ind 
* wae alien their own fashion. Now, if there is 


leas Whereu 
paint, and proceed to 


tions” to 
of what is slaughter and use- 
ir batchets, put on their war- 


anybody who can say, in the light of notorious fActs officially and historically 


recorded, that these Indians 


ve always been treated with even, exact, and 


general justice, then that person is in a position consistently to justify the 
massacre of Indians. But where is the man Net York Tribune, May 4. 


| 
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WILL THEY FIGHT? 


— — 


Tun newspapers ventilate the question whether or not the Mormons will fight’ 
if the United States Government pushes Anti-Mormon legislation, and the 
execution of the same, to an extremity. It is not our business to decide that 
question—time will give the decision if it brings the necessity for it. But we 
may look at the question in one or two aspects. Sometimes it is much easier 
to fight than it is to remain peaceable, because under some provocations it is 
far more difficult to restrain one’s combativeness than it is to let it have free 
course. But the injunction upon all is to seek peace and pursue it, although 
many seek a quarrel and pursue it. The Gospel of Jesus Christ is peace on 
earth, good will to men and women, therefore do the Latter-day Saints endea- 
vor to live in peaceful relations with all mankind. But they do not consider 
themselves under any obligation to submit to every injustice or indignity 
without resenting it, nor do they feel themselves required to ignore the first 
law of nature—that of self-defence. On the contrary, it is manifestly their 
duty to advocate and defend the principles of truth and righteousness, in- 
cluding the right to worship God according to the light which He gives them, 
which does not infringe upon the rights of others. 

Men will fight for almost anything—love, hatred, jealousy, ambition, gold, 
fame, some for the mere eake of fighting or of having their own way. A man 
who will not stand up, when pushed to it, in his own self-defence, in defence 
of his convictions, of his wife, his children, his country, and his religion, is 
accounted a very poor thing to be called a man. Aud if the people and 
Government of the United States force the Latter-day Saints into such a pre- 
dicament, we do not feel authorized to say they will not defend their altars, 
their homes and their hearths to the best of the ability that God may give 
them. They would hardly be expected to do anything less. Even Punch 
thinks, in that case, they would have good cause to fight, as witness the fol- 
lowing— 


Plxxrr To Ficut For.—Through the French Atlantic Cable, the other 
day, came the following message . Washington — It is reported that the 
Mormons are secretly arming for the purpose of resisting the enforcement of 
the national laws against = ” Chiefs and Ralers, in prospect of inva- 
sion, have ever found that the strongest incentive to vigorous and determined 
resistance they-could address to their people was an exhortation to fight for- 
their wives and children. How strenuously, then, may the Mermons be ex- 
pected to resist the United States Government when that appeal, always so- j 
effectually made to other communities at large, is made to every ove man of 
their community. Brigaam Youna, of course, will call upon each individual. 
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Mormon to fight for his wives. Being, as the Mahometans are, polygamists 
the Mormons will fight like Turks. a ang 


There are no higher motives to impel a man to tight than for his wife, his 
children, and his God, and if the Mormons should be necessitated to fight for 


them, whether they won or lost, the whole world of honorable men and women 


would respect and honor them, and it could not be otherwise than that much 
would be said in their praise, the verdict of posterity, and probably of the 
contemporary generation, would be in their favor, and against those who drove 
them to that necessity by unrighteous and unconstitutional enactments.” If 
the Latter-day Saints, in an extreme case, refused to defend their families and 
their religion, they would be despised by all men and women. On the other 
hand, if the worst came to the worst, it would be no disgrace at all for a mere 
handful of people, like the inhabitants of Utah, a hundred thousand or so, to 
be defeated and overpowered by the forty millions of inhabitants of the United 
States. It is appointed to all men once to die, and what more glorious death 
could any man desire, even if he was really ambitious in the matter, than to 
fall defending, against overwhelming numbers, that which is far more dear to 
him than mortal life? Does not Macaulay say— 


And how can man die better 
Than facing fearful odds, 
For the ashes of his fathers, 
And the temples of his gods ? 


Such a death would be infinitely better than to skulk out a few years more 
of life, shirking responsibility, denying the faith, and deserting the wife or 
wives of one’s bosom and the children who sprang from one’s loins. A ques- 
tionable thing in the shape of a man acting thus would be an object beneath 
the contempt of all men and women and would be despised by the very devil 
himself. 

But the Latter-day Saints do not expect to fight. They are engaged in the 
Lord’s work. He is at the helm, and it is His business to steer the unsinkable 
ship Zion. If they can only manage to do right, to keep His commandments, 
to practise righteousness all the time, they do not feel to be over anxious as to 
the result, for they expect the Lord will fight their battles for them, as He 
has dune hitherto. Still, they may, and very likely will, be driven into such 
tight places as will manifest unmistakably what kind of mettle they are of, so 
that their true character and spirit will be patent to all. J. J. 


— 


Decrease OF Presipent Jonx YounG.—We learn by letter that Elder John 

Young, President of the High Priests’ Quorum, and brother to President 

‘Brigham Young, died at Salt Lake City, April 27, and was buried on the 29th. 
We have no further particulars. 


PRESIDENT CARRINGTON was expecting to leave Copenhagen, May 16, on 
his return to Liverpool, via Berlin, Brussels, and London, staying at the 
‘latter city on Sunday last. He and Elder Shurtliff had been enjoying excel- 
lent health all the time, with lovely weather and no sea-sickness. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 
— — 
AMERICA. | means of bringing our holy religion, 
Salt Lake City, U. T., as well as some of our litical views, 
April 23, 1870. very generally before the world, parti- 


President A. Carrington. 

Dear Brother,—Through the kind 
— of the Almighty, I am 

vored with another opportunity of 
writing you a few lines, having re- 
turned a lengthy tour in the 
south, which occupied from the day 
we started, the 24th Feb., just 52 
days. The company consisted of my- 
self, Pres. Geo. A. Smith, Brigham, 
jun., John W., and a few others, 
among whom was brother Savage, the 
photographer, who took a number of 
‘very excellent views of the country 
in the region of the Colorado, the Rio 
Virgen, Ko., scenes probably unsur- 
passed anywhere for wild, romantic 
grandeur. We travelled over 1150 
miles and held upwards of 60 meet- 
ings. I drove my own team all the 
way, and I am thankful to be able to 
aay that my health during the entire 
time has been extremely good. I did 
not miss a single meal. As you may 
imagine, such a journey was naturally 
# fatiguing one, but it was a change, 
and the warm-hearted reception ex- 
tended to us by the Saints on every 
hand, relieved in a td the 
sense of fatigue, while the pleasure 
afforded us in beholding the faces of 
the Saints and giving them such in- 
structions as were suggested to our 
minds, more than compensated for the 

labor of the journey. 
The far famed Cullom Bill continues 
to engage a large share of public at- 
tention in the U. S., and measurably 
I su 2 through the entire civili 
world, yet, strange as it may a 
te those who do not und 
is the place where the subject attracts 
omparatively the least attention. But 
the reason is simple when understood 
—the Saints are perfectly contented 
realising that. th —1 the Almighty, 

t though man poses 

God disposes, and He . be 
reckoned out of this important ques- 
tion, There is one thing, however, 
apparent to all—this very Cullom Bill, 
designed for our injury, has been the 


id 


cularly that class known as the literary 
world, and so far will have a salutary 
effect in removing prejudice from 


thinking minds who have investigated 
as 


the subject. 

The April Conference — are 
aware had been contemplated or some 
time, was adjourned until the Oth 
May, in consequence of the gallery in 
the New Tabernacle hot being com- 
pleted, as well as on account of our 
absence south. It is estimated that 
11,000 or 12,000 persons may be com- 
fortably seated in the New Tabernacle 
this Conference. Special trains will 
run during Conference from within 11 
miles of Brigham City, over the C.P. 
R. R. to Ogden and the U. C. R. R. to 
this city. The C. P. Company intend 
to build permanent switches and sta- 
tions at Brigham and Willard Cities 
for the accommodation of our people, 
which will facilitate communication 
with our northern settlements quite 
extensively. 

It is expected that brother Horace 
S. Eldredge will start on the 12th or 
15th May and proceed to Liverpool to 
attend to the business of the emigra- 
tion, and take charge of the Euro 
Mission, when you are pre to 
return home. Brother Staines will 
start at the same time to make the 
n arrangements for the emi- 

iom at New York. We do not 

m it advisable to do anything in 
emigration business before brother 
Eldredge arrives in England. As we 
intimated in our last, not one dollar 
aan be furnished from this office, this 
season, to aid the emigration. 

Strangers begin to drop in and we 
anticipate a very large amount of tra- 
vel across the continent this season. 

The general health continues . 
the Saints notwithstanding the howl- 


ing of the adversary enjoy peace and aa 


a general thing are trying to live their 
—— May God hel us all to do 
so, and may He bless all the faithful, 
and preserve His Elders upun the 
land and upon the sea, that we may 


‘ 
} 
; 
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all Iive long to do His righteous will. 
Your brother in the Gos 
dau Youna. 


NORWAY. 
Christiania, May 10, 1870. 
Elder A. W. Carlson. 
Dear Brother,—It is with much joy 
I inform you that our esteemed Presi- 


ee and Elders Jesse N. 
Smith and . Shartliff have favor- 


ed Christiania with a visit. They ar- 
rived from Gothenburg, per steamship 
Kronprinsessan Louise, at 11 p.m. on 
the Sch — in and 
spirits, and you can ily imagine 
they were heartily received both 
by myself and the Saints. They stay- 
with me at the Conference house, 
and though it is rather small they 
were well satisfied with it. 

I was very happy to become ac- 
quainted with Pres. Carrington, as 
also to reue w earlier acquaintance with 
Elders Smith and Shurtliff, and we 

ta most pleasant time together. 

n Friday evening, the 6th iust., we 
had a large meeting composed mostly 
of Saints. Pres. Jesse N. Smith spoke 
nearly all the evening, much to the 
joy and satisfaction of all present. 

u the Sunday following, Pres. Shurt- 
liff addressed the meeting in the morn- 
ing and Pres. Carrington in the eve- 
ning. Though ooly afew of the Saints 
understood lish, still they were 
highly edified, through the good spirit 
that accompanied the speakers and 
o interpretation 1 * — in the 
Norwegian language. mere pre- 
sence of the brethren caused a 
influence, both among the Saints and 
the strangers who were present. Some 
of the native missionaries were at 
Christiania and were greatly encou- 
raged to continue their labors in the 
vineyard with renewed energy - 

The Saints were also visited at their 
houses, and kindness as well as hospi- 
tality were exhibited e here. 
visit has done a great deal of good, 


and it will be spoken of and remem- 
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bered for years by the Saints in Nor- 


"This morn 
ing at 7 o’clock the bre- 
thren left for Copenhagen, per steam- 
ship Ezellensen Toll, and I can assure 
2 that I felt very lonely indeed when 
returned to the office. My prayer 
is that the blessings of God may be 
with them and all who are engaged in 
the noble cause of our Savior. 
Your brother in the G-spel, 
C. D. 


ENGLAND. 
Cheltenham, May 20, 1870. 
President A. Carrington. 

Dear Brother,—Times in the Chel- 
tenham Conference are about as usual. 
The Saints are generally fejoicing in 
the work of the Lord and I believe all 
have employment, so that none are 
suffering for the comforts of life. 
There will be no emigration this sea- 
son to Utah from this Conference, 
that Iam aware of, unless assistance 
should come from friends or relatives 
residing in Utah. There is not much 
doing in this Conference by way of 
making converts, although a few — 
been added to our number recently. 
But few strangers attend our meet- 
ings, owing, I suppose, to the preja- 
dice that exists against us, and for 
fear of having the finger of scorn 
pointed at them. 

I rejoice in the principles contained 
in the Gospel of Jésus Christ. Iam 
willing to labor for the interests of 
Zion and for the spread of truth and 
righteousness on the earth. My health 


t at nt, for which I 
— tu 


— — to a. Giver of every 
good ect gi 
If I should not see you before you 
depart for your mountain bome, may 
God bless you while on your journey 
to your family and frie 
ith kind love to yourself and all 
in the Office, 1 remain your brother 
in the Gospel of peace, 
Amos H. Narr. 


iin 


The population of the United States increases by nearly two millions per annum. 
The United States has ‘‘an epidemic of personal chastisement.” Horace Greele 


says he would rather be des 
conside 


caned, treated with contempt than cowhi 


red and bragged about as caned or cowhided than receive actual physical casti- 


| 
| 
* 
| 
| 
——— äͤ 1ãdſ— Aͥw ——'dʃ —-—0' AU! woũ8— — — —yę—y— 


332 


DEGRADATION OF 
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WOMAN IN UTAH. 


(From the Deseret News.) 


Tus degradation of woman in Utah 
is a common phrase. It is common 
with our inveterate enemies—those 
who would annihilate us as a people, 
and it is repeated by many who, poli- 
tically, are our friends. That it de- 
grades woman, is admitted asa plea 
inst the doctrine of plurality of 

wives, and, no doubt, is a just con- 
clusion drawn from the nature of 
things as social and domestic life is 
exhibited in the world. There, no- 
thing is known of the pure priesthood 
of God, and its influences on society 
in its organization according to’ the 
order and “pattern of heavenly 
things,” neither do they understand 
the true position of women. | 

Our sisters abroad, who are now 
earnestly advocating woman’s rights 
end claiming equality with man, rea- 
lize that, with them, society is subject 
to great and many abuses—much is 
wrong, and with noble purpose they 
are struggling to effect a beneficial 
change; but they will find to their 
sorrow that their very wishes gi 
them not their wish”—having senthod 
their aim they will not have accom- 
plished the desired object. The mea- 
sures they adopt will instrumental 
in creating more evil than they cure. 

Nothing short of the , priesthood of 
God can correct existing evils. God 
loves purity, and He has introduced 
the principle of plurality of wivés to 
restore and preserve the chastity of 
woman, and for this reason corrupt 
men and women hate it. It is true 
that through ignorance of its origin 
persons speak and write against it, 
who, if they better understood it, 
would be 


numbered with its strongest 


‘advocates. Every woman who is wor- 
thy of being called such, should de- 
fend it; it is truly woman’s cause—a 
cause which deeply involves, not only 
her present but her eternal interest 
which will eventually bring her back 
to the position from which she has 
fallen through the disobedience of oor 
‘first parents, and crown her with eter- 
nal majesty. 


This is a voluptuous age, and in 
spite of all the efforts exerted by high- 
aiming philanthropists to check its 
pestilential spread, the social evil“ 
abroad is increasing to a fearful ex- 
tent. Man’s wisdom is not sufficient 
—God alone can prescribe the remedy. 
Here in Utah, through His servants 
and handmaidens, He is establishing 
a nucleus of domestic and social 5 
confidence and happiness, which ill, 
so far as its influence extends, eradi- 
cate and prevent, in future, all those 
blighting evils which are not only 
destructive to virtue and innocence, 
but which threaten the extinction of 
human existence. | 

Is it possible that principles and 
practiees productive of such noble and 
magnanimous results can be degra- 
ding to woman? No, verily no—they 
have the 7 tendency. They 
elevate her from the common level of 
womankind, to a noble and lofty stan- 
dard—they constitute her a co-worker 
with God in the moral work of salva- 
tion and in the redemption of the 
world. They place her in a most re- 
sponsible position, where she is fully 
authorized to accomplish all the good 
of which her nature is capable. 

Let those who question the morally- 
élevating results of plural marriage, 
carefully and candidly compare the 
present condiiion of woman in Utah 
with her condition elsewbere. Not 
like Auna Dickinson who, having her 
forthcoming lecture on the Mormons 

viously concocted in her brain, came 

ere, stayed a few hours, and was care- 
ful to go away as — as she came, 
and by doing so she served her finan- 
cial interests, for falsehood has more 
ready sale than truth ia the world’s 
market. Anna reminded me of a 


country squire, who, having a suit 


before him, heard the witnesses on one 
side, but when those on the op 

side were called, cried out, Hold! 
my mind is clear,on the subject now 


but if I should hear the other side I 


fear I might be puzzled.” Thisisa 
specimen of the course pursued 
many of our traducers. Solomon sai 


— — 
4 
— — 
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He that judgeth a matter before he 
eat led — he self 
at lady ing the self. res 

that belongs to noble — 
would not prefer the polygamy of the 
Latter-day 3 to — t which is 
illegally an estinely ticed in 
the outside world? That cau and 
—— degrading—it is criminal— 
vice and crime degrade. 

The Civil Service Journal in speak- 
ing of polygamy in Utah says, It is 
contrary to the moral sense of man- 
kind.” The Cincinnati Daily Engui 
says, ‘‘ We regard it as an offence 
against morality.” 

The above are no uncommon opini- 
ons of the press, which exhibit either 
an egregious amount of iguorance with 
regard to the workings of the ‘‘ social 
system of Utah,” or they must have 
adopted an entirely new definition of 
the word morality—entirely different 
from anything that Webster, Walker, 
or Worcester ever thought of. 

Admitting the correctness of their 
own reports descriptive of their pre- 
sent state of morals, as well as of the 
many verbal statements from reliable 
sources which we hear, it is really an 
insult to our experience and the finer 
feelinzs of our natures, that our prac- 
tice should even be mentioned in com- 


parison with theirs. Ours is « system | 


which God has revealed in this age of 
moral degeneracy, and has commanded 
His people to practice. It has been 
introduced to check the tide of cor- 


—— and exhibit a precedent, an i 


er of purity and virtue for the pre- 
sent salvation and future exaltation of 
man ; and that this should be branded 
as an offence against morality seems a 


burlesque on common sense and genu- 


ine humanity. That it is an offence 
against popular corruption will be 

ural marriage really in opposition 
to morality, there is too little of that 
element now existing 3 States to 
create any very perceptible opposition; 
‘but when it comes in — with 


of war is aroused ato 
in danger.” 


popular corruption, the — 


To a reflecting mind, the fact (and 


it is a fact) that the most bitter op- 
posers of polygamy are the most cor- 
rupt in society, should be admitted as 
a strong argument in favor of its in- 
fluence in shielding virtue and inno- 
cence. That adulterous persons should 
oppose a system which is a reproof to 
their inclinations and a restraint on 
their conduct, is natural; but that 
our nation should have so far descends 


ed from its former high tone of virtne 


as to be influenced in its legislation 
by such unprincipled miscreants, is a 
subject of astonishment ‘and deep re- 


gret. 
1% What God hath joined, let not man 


put asunder.” So said Jesus. God is 


the author of the marriage rite—it 
belongs to Him. Shall mortal man 


wrest it from Him? How does God’ 


exercise this function? It is by Him 
invested in the Priesthood, and that 
Priesthood the Latter-day Saints hold, 
with President Brigham Young, like 
Moses of old, as the mouth of God to 
the people. 

I was intimately acquainted with 
Joseph Smith, the first Prophet in 
this dispensation. He taught me the 
principle of plurality of wives, and 
instructed me that it pertained to the 
Priesthood. I knew him to be a man 
of God, else I would not have en- 
dorsed his teachings; and from that 
time I have held the doctrine of plural 
marriage as sacred as any other prin- 
ciple of salvation. I have witnessed 
its ee for nearly thirty years, 
and know that where it is honored it 
neither degrades man or woman. 

In conclusion let me say, if virtue, 
purity and nobility of character—if 
contempt of vile and wicked men, and 
love and respect for those who are 
pure, upright and honorable—if the 

rivilege for choosing husbands—if to 

be loved, honored and respected as 

wives, mothers, sisters and daughters 

by good ** is degrading them, then 
0 


the women of Utah are degraded. 
ELA R. Snow. 
Salt Lake City, April 21. 


„Mrs. Smith and Husband” is the style of a Terra Heute (Indiana, U. 8.) 
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UTAH NEWS. 
Tue following are from the Deseret News to April 27 :— 


About an inch of snow fell at Salt Lake City and in various parts of the 
Territory April 22 and 23. | 

Mr. Henry Vincent delivered a lecture in the Tabernacle April 26. Sub- 
ject certainly, Oliver Cromwell. 


„ Satsuma's Royal Japanese Troupe” were performing in the Theatre. The 
juveniles were to have a matinee April 30. 


Tourists were beginning to be plentiful in Salt Lake City, some of whom 
strutted about with many airs of self-supposed superiority. 


The residents on the bench north of the old city wall, 20th Ward, want to 
make a water ditch from Red Butte, to help their gardens. 


Brother Philip Margetts reported the Bountiful Dramatic Company pro- 
mising. They had been playing the ‘‘Charcoal Burner.” 


The Eureka and Alert base ball clubs played a match in the Arsenal inclo- 
sure April 23, the Alerts winning in 2} hours, score 30 to 28. 


Elder John W. Young, in his recent tour with President B. Young in the 
Southern part of the Territory, had secured a number of interesting additions 
to the Museum. 


A number (the Junction says 50) of Episcopalian and other preachers were 
visiting Salt Lake City, several of whom, including the Rev. W. H. Milburn, 
1 — blind preacher, addressed the congregation in the Tabernacle, 

pri 

Mrs. Elizabeth Smith, of Pine Kanycn, Tooele County, partially insane, 
was found dead, April 22, in a slough at the foot of South Temple Street, near 
the Jordan river. She had strayed from brother McMaurrin’s, 8th Ward, 
where she had been staying. 


Elder Warren N. Dusenbury, Principal of the Provo Branch of the Deseret 
University, reports 172 students in that institution, who study in the Lewis 
Hall. Messrs. Myron Tanner, E. F. Sheets, K. R. Hopkins, Samuel Jones, 
and Peter Stubbs, executive committee. 


A social entertainment was given, April 22, by the members of the Female 
Relief Society, 15th Ward, complimentary to Bishop R. T. Burton, la 
returned from his mission to the States. Addresses, songs, recitations, 
nicely decorated, sumptuous supper, pleasant affair. 


Elder Moroni Bigelow, of Provo, returning from his mission to the 8 
fell off the steamboat Mary McDonald into the river, between Camden 
beg on Missouri, on the night of April 13, and nothing more was seen of 
him. He was born in Mercer County, IIlinois, Sept. 1, 1840. | 


The body of Mr. Alvarus Hanks, brother of E. K. Hanks, was found dead, 
April 21, on the prairie, about two and a half miles east of Silver Creek, Sum- 
mit County, supposed to have perished in a snow storm. He had left Salt 
Lake City to hunt stock six weeks previously, since which time he had not 
been heard of, until found dead. 


Bishop David James, of Paradise, Cache Valley, reported no grassho 
there, but plenty in other settlements. The — of the settlement, — 
meeting a few weeks previously, unanimously sustained the Resolutions and 
Remonstrance of the Salt Lake City meeting against the Cullom Bill. The 
settlers were sowing grain extensively. An, excellent system of co-operative 
farming was being adopted in many of the settlements. ‘‘ A suitable parcel 


of land is selected for the purpose, and the brethren put in grain acoording to 
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their shares—the whole amount being sufficient to bread the settlement for a 
year. Should the grasshoppers commence their rav it is the intention of 
the entire people to turn out and fight the hoppers, in order to protect this 
parti€alar patch. This can be much more successfully accomplished than if 
the grain were sown in separate or scattered lots.” 


Brother Wm. B. Trosper wrote from Porterville, Morgan County, April 17— 
Everything is prospering and moving along first class here; we have formed 
ourselves into @ co operative company, and our intention is to manufacture 
iren, of which we have some of the best ore in the Territory. It contains 
from thirty to sixty per cent. of iror, and quite an amount of silver. A man 
of experience, whom we have had to examine the location of our mine, says 
that it is very extensive. Our company are all laboring men; our capital is 
very small, except in the way of labor. We would like some man that has 
the cash capital to invest in such business, to come in and furnish the capital 
and we will dothe work. Neither the Cullom Bill nor the different ‘ ites’ 
which some few are so anxious to run after, are trogbling the Saints of Porter- 
ville ; they all seem to be united in building up the kingdom of God.” 

The following are from the Salt Lake Telegraph of April 27— 

Eastern capitalists were investing in the Cottonwood mines. 


The troops at Fort Bridger and Camp Douglas were on the move for Mon- 
tana, to exchange with the 13th Infantry, ordered to Utah. 


Arrangements were being made for the construction of new plunge baths for 
ladies and gentlemen, adjoining the present Warm Springs Bath House. 

The Elko (Nevada) Independent of April 20, says a ‘‘ Mormon” family 
named consisting of man, woman, and four children—three girls and a 
boy, left Duck Valley, near Mountain City, with five horses, and a few 
pounds of rice, for the Utah — — by a cut-off trail through the moun- 
tains, where they were overtaken by weather. They subsequently, after 
killing a horse for food, their * ice having given out, arrived at Deeth, 
a railroad station 30 miles east o o The I says, Were they 
ordinary mortals not inured to the hardships of border life they certainly 


would have perished. Twenty-one days on horsemeat and rice in mid-winter 


is a terrible ordeal to go through, even for the strong and hardy mountaineer, 
but when women and children undergo it, it is a matter worthy of record. 
On their arrival they were healthy and well, and made no grievous complaint 
of the trials they had passed through. Bell says he never will be caught out 
of Utah when he gets there again.’ 


~ — — 


SCRAPS OF NEWS. 


Both houses of the U. S. Congress are reported to be averse to an increase of the 
army to 35,000 men, as has bren proposed, in view of an apprehended Indian var. 
In the Uniied States the demand for meat increases faster the supply.— Horace 
yo ry Haba he writes so many letters that he is beaten out thinner than gold leaf, 
aad so hus no right to expect to be heeded.——California has very short crops t. 
drouth.——The U.S. House of Representatives, oo 2, passed the bill fixing 

int of junction of the Union and Central Pacific ways.——A correspondent of a 

ew York paper reports the ave price of votes in a Southern Legislature at 511 
374 cents per dozen, 5 per cent off for cash.”——-A Richmond (Virginia) paper says, 
= Legislature is an uncommonly sober body, and never drink, except when 
rigors of the weather render it necessary.. God made us men” was inscribed u 
a wagon filled with women at the fifteenth amendment jubilee in Louisville, Kentucky. 
— dresses and jewelry are hired out for the occasion in New York, Washington, 
and other American cities. A Yankee editor says that the girls complain that the 
times are so hard that the young men can’t pay their addresses. 
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